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“LIBRARY LAWS OF TEXAS 

4 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

| Exempt from taxation.—The following property shall be exempt 
from taxation, towit: . . . 9. All public libraries and personal 


@roperty belonging to the same. (Act August 21, 1876. R.S., 1911, 
art. 7507.) 








; Exempt from forced sale—All public libraries shall be exempt 


fom attachment, execution and every other species of forced sale. 
Act August 15, 1870. R.S., 1911, art. 3791.) 


| Penalty for detaining library property—That whoever wilfully 
@etains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript or 
M@ther property belonging to any public or incorporated library, read- 
Mag room, museum or other educational institution for thirty days 

er notice in writing to return the same, given after the expiration 

the time which by the rules of such institution such articles or 
er property may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
an $1.00 nor more than $25, and the said notice shall bear on its 
Mace a copy of this section. (Act April 15, 1913. General Laws, 1913, 
pen. 140, art. 5609a.) 


a 


| Penalty for injuring or defacing library property.—That whoever 
Wilfully injures or defaces any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
huscript, or other property belonging to any public library, read- 
ig room, museum, or other educational institution by writing, mark- 
g, tearing, breaking, or otherwise mutilating, shall be punished by 
fine not greater than the replacement value of the property injured, 
land that a copy of this article shall be posted in a conspicuous place 
M such library, reading room, museum, or other educational institu- 
on. (Act July 28, 1919. General Laws, 1919, Second Called Ses- 
ion, ch. 60, art. 5609b.) 


2. CITY PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


| Incorporated cities may establish free libraries —Any incorporated 
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city or town in this State is authorized to establish a free library in 
such city or town, and to adopt rules and regulations for the proper 
management thereof, and to appropriate such part of the revenues of 
such city or town for the management: and increase of such free li- 
brary as the municipal government of such city or town may deter- 
mine. (Act February 26, 1874. R. S., 1911, art. 853.) 


3. COUNTY FREE LIBRARIES 


Sec. 2. The County Commissioners’ Court of the several counties 
shall have power and authority to establish, maintain, and operate 
within their respective counties, county free libraries, in the mannet 
and with the functions prescribed in this Act. The said Commis 
sioners’ Court shall also have the power and authority to establish 
in co-operation with another county or counties a joint free county 
library for the benefit of the co-operating counties. 

Sec. 3. The Commissioners’ Court of any county may establish 
county free libraries for that part of such county lying outside of in- 
corporated cities and towns already maintaining free public libraries, 
and for such additional parts of such counties as may elect to become 
a part of or to participate in such county free library system, as here- 
after provided in this Act. On their own initiative, or when peti- 
tioned to do so by a majority of the voters of that part of the County 
to be affected by this Act, the Commissioners’ Court shall proceed 
to establish and provide for the maintenance of such library accord- 
ing to the further provisions of this Act. 

Src. 4. The county library shall be located at the county seat, in 
the court house, unless more suitable quarters are available. The 
librarian shall endeavcr to give an equal and complete service to all 
parts of the county through branch libraries and deposit stations in 
schools and other locations where suitable quarters may be obtained, 
thus distributing printed matter, books, and other educational matter 
as auickly as circumstances will permit. 

Sec. 5. Upon the establishment of a county free library the Com- 
missioners’ Court shall appoint a county librarian who shall hold 
office for a term of two years subject to removal for cause after a 
hearing by said court. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
eounty librarian unless prior to his appointment he has received 
from the State Board of Library Examiners a certificate of qualifica- 
tion for office. 

Sec. 6. A commission is hereby created to be known as the State 
Board of Library Examiners, consisting of the State Librarian, who 
shall be ex-officio chairman of the Board; the librarian of the State 
University, who shall be an ex-officio member; and three other well 
trained librarians of the State who shall at first be selected by the 
State librarian and the librarian of the State University. The term 
of each shall be for six years, one of the appointive members retir- 
ing every two vears. His successor shall be chosen by the remaining 
members of the board in executive session. The members of said 
board shall receive no compensation for their services except actual 
and necessary traveling expenses paid out of the State Library fund. 
Said board shall arrange for an annual meeting and for such other 








meet 
Boat 
beco 
adop 
gove 

SE 
libra 


appc 
SE 
Ist ¢ 
and 
thé 5 
blanl 
of th 
finan 
SE 
of tl 
powe 
estab 
the r 
prov: 
ploye 
SE 
the s 
eithe: 
libra 
and | 
matte 
SE 
dutie 
and ¢ 
with 
the e 
sum 
libra? 
sione: 
librar 
deter 
The ¢ 
sary 1 
SEc 
Missic 
of the 
hot to 
erty i 
ready 
all in 
librar 
Systen 
free 1; 
Sec 
to ree 








T 
of 
i- 


te 
et 
is- 
sh 
ty 


in- 
es, 
me 
re- 
sti- 
ity 
ed 
rd- 


"he 
all 
jn 
ed, 


‘ter 


om- 
old 
ra 
. of 
ved 
fica- 


tate 
who 
tate 
well 

the 
erm 
etir- 
ning 
said 
tual 
und. 
ther 


eae, 


onions 


meetings as may be necessary in the pursuance of its duties. Said 
Board shall pass upon the qualifications of all persons desiring to 
become county librarians in the State of Texas, and may in writing 
adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with the law for its 
government and for the carrying out of the purposes of this Act. 

Sec. 7. The Commissioners’ Court shall fix the salaries of the 

librarian and assistants at the time they fix the salaries of the other 
appointive county officers. 
Sec. 8. The librarian of each county library shall, on or before the 
Ist day of October in each year, report to the Commissioners’ Court 
and to the State Librarian the operation of the county library during 
thé year ending August 31st preceding. Such report shall be made on 
blanks furnished by the State library, and shall contain a statement 
of the condition of the library, its operation during the year, and such 
financial and book statistics as are kept in well regulated libraries. 

Sec. 9. The county library shall be under the general supervision 
of the Commissioners’ Court. The county librarian shall have the 
power to make rules and regulations for the county free library, to 
establish branches and stations throughout the county, to determine 
the number and kind of employees of such library, and, with the ap- 
proval of the Commissioners’ Court, to appoint and dismiss such em- 
ployees. 

Sec. 10. The county free libraries of the State shall also be under 
the supervision of the State Librarian, who shall from time to time 
either personally or by one of his assistants, visit the county free 
libraries and inquire into their condition, advising with the librarians 
and the Commissioners’ Court, and rendering such assistance in all 
matters as the State library may be able to give. 

Sec. 11. The connty librarian shall prior to entering upon the 
duties of his office file with the county clerk the usual oath of office 
and a bond conditioned upon the faithful performance of his duties 
with sufficient sureties, approved by a judge of the county court of 
the county of which the librarian is.to be the county librarian, in such 
sim as may be determined by the Commissioners’ Court. The county 
librarian, shall, subject to the general rules adopted by the Commis- 
sioners’ Court, build up and manage according to accepted rules of 
library management a library for the people of the county and shall 
determine what books and other library equipment shall be purchased. 
The county librarian and assistants shall be allowed actual and neces- 
sary traveling expenses incurred in the business of the library. 

Sec. 12. After a county free library has been established, the Com- 
missioners’ Court shall annually set aside from the general tax fund 
of the county, a sum sufficient for the maintenance of said library, but 
not to exceed five cents on the hundred dollars’ valuation of all prop- 
erty in such county outside of all incorporated cities and towns al- 
ready supporting a free public library, and upon all property within 
all incorporated cities and towns already supporting a free public 
library which have elected to become a part of such county free library 
systems provided in this Act for the purpose of maintaining county 
free libraries and for purchasing property therefor. 

Sec. 13. The Commissioners’ Court is authorized and empowered 
to receive on behalf of the county any gift, bequest, or devise for the 
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county free library, or for any branch or subdivision thereof. The 
title to all property belonging to the county free library shall be 
vested in the county, but where gifts or bequests shall be made for the 
benefit of any branch or branches of the county free library, such gifts 
or bequests shall be administered as designated by the donor. 

Sec. 14. All funds of the county free library shall be in the custody 
of the county treasurer, or other county official, who may discharge 
the duties commonly delegated to the county treasurer. They shall 
constitute a separate fund to be known as the county free library fund, 
and shall not be used for any other purposes except those of a county 
free library. Each claim against the county free library shall be au- 
thorized and approved by the county librarian, or in his absence from 
the county, by his assistant. It shall then be acted upon in the same 
manner as are all other claims against the county. 


Src. 15. Any white person of such county may use the county free 
library under the rules and regulations prescribed by the County 
Commissioners’ Court and may be entitled to all the privileges there. 
of; provided, said court shall make proper provision for the negroes 
of said county to be served through a separate branch or branches of 
the county free library, which shall be administered by custodians of 
the negro race under the supervision of the county librarian. 

Sec. 16. In any county where a farmers’ county library has been 
established as provided in Chapter 122 of the Acts of the Regular 
Session of the Thirty-third Legislature, the same shall continue to 
operate as a farmers’ county library, unless a county free library shall 
be established as provided for in this Act, in which case the former 
shall merge with and become a part of the latter. 

Sec. 17. After the establishment of a county free library as pro- 
vided in this Act, the board of commissioners, city council, or other 
legislative body of any incorporated city or town in the county, main- 
taining a free publie library, may notify the Commissioners’ Court 
that such city or town desires to become a part of the county free li- 
brary system, and thereafter such city or town shall be a part thereof, 
and its inhabitants shall be entitled to the benefits of such county free 
library, and the property within such town or city shall be included 
in computing the amount to be set aside as a fund for county free 
library purposes. 

But the board of commissioners, city council, or other legislative 
body of such incorporated city or town may at any time after two 
years notify the Commissioners’ Court that such city or town no 
longer desires to be a part of the county free library system and 
thereafter such city or town shall cease to participate in the benefits 
of such county free library system, and the property situated in said 
city or town shall no longer be assessed in computing the fund to be 
set aside for county free library purposes; provided, however, that the 
board of commissioners, city council, or other legislative body of such 
incorporated city or town give the Commissioners’ Court six months’ 
notice and publish at least once a week for six successive weeks prior 
to either giving or withdrawing such notice in a county newspape! 
designated by the board of commissioners, city council, or other legis 
lative body, and circulated throughout such city or town, notice of 
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such contemplated action giving date and place of meeting at which 
such contemplated action is proposed to be taken. 


Sec. 18. The County Commissioners’ Court, wherein a county free 
library has been established under the provisions of this Act, shall 
have full power and authority to enter into contracts with any incor- 
porated city or town maintaining a free public library, and such incor- 
porated city or town shall through its board of commissioners, city 
council, or other legislative body, have full power to enter into con- 
tracts with such county to secure to the residents of such incorporated 
city or town the same privileges of the county free library as are en- 
joyed by the residents of such county outside of such incorporated city 
or town, or such privileges as may be agreed upon in such contract 
upon such consideration to be named in the contract as may be agreed 
upon, the same to be paid into the county library fund, and thereupon 
the residents of such incorporated city or town shall have the same pri- 
vileges with regard to said county free library as are had by the resi- 
dents of such county outside of such incorporated city or town, or such 
privileges as may be agreed upon by contract. 

Sec. 19. The Commissioners’ Court of any county, wherein a county 
free library has been established under the provisions of this Act, shall 
have full power and authority to enter into contracts or agreements 
with the Commissioners’ Court of any other county to secure to the 
residents of such other county such privileges of such county free li- 
brary as may by such contract, be agreed upon, the same to be paid 
into the county free librarv fund, and thereupon the inhabitants of 
such other county shall have the privilege of such county free library 
as may by such eontract be agreed upon; and the Commissioners’ 
Court shall have full power and authority to enter into a contract with 
the Commissioners’ Court of another county wherein a county free li- 
brary has been established, under the provisions of this Act, and shall 
have power to provide for and to set aside a county free library fund, 
in the manner already set out for the purpose of carrying out sach 
ecntract. But the making of such contract shall not bar the Commis- 
sioners’ Court of such county from establishing a county free library 
therein, and upon the establishment of such county free library such 
contract may be terminated upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
by the parties thereto, or may continue for the term thereof. 

Src. 20. Instead of establishing a separate county free library, upon 
petition of a majority of the voters of the county, the Commissioners’ 
Court shall have the power and are hereby authorized to contract for 
library privileges from some already established library. Such con- 
tract shall provide that said established library shall assume the func- 
tions of a county free library within the county with which the con- 
tract is made, including incorporated cities and towns therein. Such 
contract shall also provide that the librarian of such established library 
shall hold, or secure a county librarian’s certificate from the State 
Board of Library Examiners. The Commissioners’ Court may con- 
tract to pay annually into the library fund of said established library 
such sum as may be agreed upon. Said sum shall be paid out of the 
county library fund provided for in Section 12 of this Act. Either 
rarty to such contract may terminate the same by giving six months’ 
notice of intention to do so. Property acquired under such contract 
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shall be subject to division at the termination of the contract upon 
such terms as are specified in such contract. 

Sec. 21. Where found to be more practicable two or more adjacent 
counties may join for the purposes of this Act, and establish and main- 
tain a free library under the terms and provisions above set forth for 
the establishment and maintenance of a county free library. In such 
eases the combined counties shall have the same powers and be subject 
to the same liabilities as a single county as provided in this Act. The 
Commissioners’ Courts of the counties which have combined for the 
establishment and maintenance of a free library shall operate jointly 
in the same manner as does the Commissioners’ Court of a single 
county in carrying out the provisions of this Act. Should any county 
desire to withdraw from such combination, it shall be entitled to a 
division of property in such proportion as agreed upon in the terms 
of combination at the time such joint action was taken. 

Sec, 22. After a county free library has been established, it may be 
disestablished in the following manner: Upon petition of a majority 
of the voters of that part of the county maintaining a county free li- 
brary, asking that said county free library system be no longer main- 
tained, it shall become the duty of the Commissioners’ Court upon the 
termination of existing contracts to call in all books and movable prop- 
erty of the defunct county free library, and to have the same sorted, 
inventoried, and stored under lock and seal in some dry and suitable 
place in the county court house. 

Sec. 23. In ease any section of this Act, and any provision therein 
is found unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the same shall in 
no wise effect the remaining sections and provisions of this Act. (Act 
July 28, 1919. General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 75.) 


4. LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


Constitutional provisions.—The Legislature may, from time to time, 
make appropriations for preserving and perpetuating memorials of the 
history of Texas, by means of monuments, statues, paintings, and docu- 
ments of historical value. (Constitution of Texas, art. 16, sec. 39.) 

It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for collecting, ar- 
ranging and safely keeping such records, rolls, correspondence, and 
other documents, civil and military, relating to the history of Texas, 
as may be now in possession of parties willing to confide them to the 
care and preservation of the State. (Constitution of Texas, art. 
16, sec. 45.) 


Object and purposes of the commission——The Texas Library and 
Historical Commission shall consist of five members, which commis- 
sion shall be assigned suitable offices at the Capitol, and whose object 
and purposes shall be to control and administer the State Library 
and to adopt and to enforce reasonable rules and regulations govern- 
ing its administration and control, to aid and encourage libraries, to 
collect materials relating to the history of Texas and the adjoining 
states, to preserve, classify and publish the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may deem proper, to diffuse knowledge in 
regard to the history of Texas, to encourage historical work and 
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research, to mark historic sites and houSes and secure their preserva- 
tion, to aid those who are studying the problems to be dealt with by 
legislation, and to perform such other duties as may be enjoined by 
law. (Act March 19, 1909, sec. 1. R. S., 1911, art. 5599.) 


Commission, how constituted.—The governor shall, by and with’ the 
advice and consent of the senate, appoint five persons who shall con- 
stitute the Texas Library and Historical Commission. Appointments 
shall be made for the term of six years, except appointments to fill 
vacancies, which shall be made by the governor for the unexpired 
term. Provided: That 

The members of the Commission shal] at their first meeting be 
divided by lot into three groups, two members to serve two years, two 
four years, and one six years from the date of appointment, and that 
all appointments shall thereafter be for six years. (Act July 28, 1919. 
General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5600.) 


Meetings: Compensation—The Commission shall hold at the State 
Capitol at least one regular meeting annually, and as many special 
meetings as may be necessary. Each member of the Commission shall 
receive while in attendance at the meetings of the Commission a per 
diem of $5.00, and the actual expenses incurred in attending the 
meetings. (Act July 28, 1919. General Laws, 1919, Second Called 
Session, 1919, ch. 60, art. 5601.) 


State Librarian: Appointment, qualifications, compensation.—The 
Commission shall elect a state librarian, who shall not be of their 
number and who shall be a trained and experienced librarian of ad- 
ministrative ability. Said state librarian shall serve at the will of 
the Commission and shall give to the governor an acceptable bond in 
the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for the proper care of the 
State Library and its equipment. In addition to his salary, the state 
librarian shall be allowed his actual expenses when travelling in the 
services of the Commission. Such expenses shall be certified to under 
oath in the same form as other accounts of the State Library. 

The term ‘‘trained and experienced librarian”’ is for the purpose of 
this law defined as a man or woman who shall have had at least one 
year’s training in a library school and at least three years’ adminis- 
trative experience as head of a free public or institutional library, or 
as an assistant of high rank in such library. (Act July 28, 1919 
General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5601a.} 


Assistant Librarian—The Commission shall appoint an assistant 
librarian who shall rank as head of a department and who in the ab- 
sence of the State Librarian may sign and certify accounts and docu- 
ments in the same manner and with the same legal authority as the 
State Librarian. 

The said Assistant Librarian shall give acceptable bond to the Gov- 
ernor in the sum of $3,000 and shall take oath of office in the same 
manner as the State Librarian. (Act July 28, 1919. General Laws, 
1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5601b.) 


Assistants in the State Library: Appointment and Qualification.— 
Assistants in the State Library shall be appointed by the Library and 
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Historical Commission and shall be divided into four grades: Heads 
of departments, library assistants, clerks, and laborers. Heads of 
departments and library assistants shall be required to have technical 
library training; heads of departments shall have had at least one 
year of experience in library work prior to appointment. Clerks shall 
be required to hold a diploma from a first class high school aecording 
to the standards of the State Department of Public Instruction or the 
University of Texas, or to present satisfactory evidence of educational 
training equal to that provided by such high school, and also to 
present satisfactory evidence of proficiency in stenography and type- 
writing or bookkeeping. Laborers must present satisfactory evidence 
of education sufficient to do such elementary clerical work as shall 
be required of them. 


Provided: That the archivist must present satisfactory evidence 
of one year’s advanced work in American or Southwestern history in 
a standard college and of a fluent reading knowledge of Spanish and 
French; and that the Archivist is not required to have technical li- 
brary school training or any library experience. (Act July 28, 1919, 
General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5601c.) 


Powers and Duties of the Commission——The Commission is au- 
thorized and empowered to purchase within the limits of the annual 
appropriation allowed by act of the Legislature from time to time, 
suitable books, pictures, ete., the same to be the property of the State. 
The Commission shall give advice to such persons as contemplate the 
establishment of public libraries, in regard to such matters as the 
maintenance of public libraries, selection of books, cataloguing and 
library management. The Commission shall conduct library institutes, 
and encourage library associations. (Act July 28, 1919, General Laws, 
1919, Seeond Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5602.) 


Style; Official Seal.—The style of the library governed by the Texas 
Library and Historical Commission shall be ‘‘Texas State Library.” 
A cireular seal of not less than one and one-half inches, and not more 
than two inches in diameter, bearing a star of five points, surrounded 
by two eoneentrie circles, around which shall be printed the words, 
**Texas State Library,’’ is hereby designated as the official seal of the 
Texas State Library; and the seal above designated shall be used in 
authentication of the official acts of the State Library. (Act July 28, 
1919, General laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5602a.) 


Comission may receive gifts —The commission shall have power and 
authority to receive donations or gifts of money or property upon such 
terms and conditions as it may deem proper, provided no financial lia- 
bility is thereby entailed upon the state. (Act March 19, 1909. R. S., 
1911, art. 5603.) 


State Library, what belongs to—All books, pictures, documents, pub- 
lications, and manuscript received through gift, purchase, or exchange, 
or on deposit from any source for the use of the state, shall constitute 
a part of the State Library, and shall be placed therein for the use of 
the public. (Id., sec. 5. R.S., 1911, art. 5604.) 
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Books, pictures, etc., transferred from Department of Insurance and 
Banking.—So much of the law relating to the Department of Insurance 
and Banking as places under the jurisdiction of that department the 
eustody and control of books, documents, newspapers, manuscripts, 
archives, relics, mementos, flags, works of art, ete., now in said depart- 
ment and places upon said department the duty of collecting and pre- 
serving historical data, is hereby repealed. The custody and control 
of books, documents, newspapers, manuscripts, archives, relics, memen- 
tos, flags, works of art, etc., and the duty of collecting and preserving 
historical data is transferred to the Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission. To avoid all misunderstanding, it is hereby expressly declared 
that the gallery of the portraits of the presidents of the republie and 
of the governors of the state of Texas constitutes a part of the State 
Library. The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations for 
the government of the State Library as will insure the careful preser- 
vation of the books, documents, newspapers, manuscripts, archives, 
relics, mementos, flags, works of art, ete., deposited therein, and par- 
ticularly shall all materials relating to the history of Texas be care- 
fully safeguarded. (Id., see. 7. R.S., 1911, art. 5605.) 


Duties of the State Librarian.—The duties of the State Librarian, 
acting under the direction of the Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission, shall be as follows: 

First. He shall record the proceedings of the Commission, keep an 
accurate acount of its financial transactions, and perform such other 
duties as may be assigned him by said Commission. 

Second. He shall have charge of the State Library and all books 
pictures, documents, newspapers, manuscripts, archives, relics, me- 
mentos, flags ete. therein contained. 

Third. He shall endeavor to collect all manuscript records relat- 
ing to the history of Texas in the hands of private individuals, and 
where the originals cannot be obtained he shall endeavor to procure 
authenticated copies. He shall be authorized to expend the money ap- 
propriated for the purchase of books relating to Texas and he shall 
seek diligently to procure a copy of every book, pamphlet, map or 
other printed matter giving valuable information concerning this state. 
He shall collect portraits or photographs of as many of the prominent 
men of Texas as possible. He shall endeavor to complete the files of 
the early Texas newspapers in the State Library ; and he shall cause to 
be bound the current files of not less than ten of the leading news- 
papers of the State, and the current files of not less than four leading 
newspapers of other states, and of as many of the county papers, pro- 
fessional journals, denominational papers, agricultural papers, trade 
journals and other publications of this State as seem necessary to 
preserve in the State Library an accurate record of the history of 
Texas. 

Fourth. He shall demand and receive from the officers of state de- 
partments having them in charge, all books, maps, papers, manu- 
scripts, documents, memoranda, and data not connected with or nec- 
essary to the current duties of said officers, relating to the history of 
Texas, and carefully classify, catalogue and preserve the same. The 
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attorney general shall decide as to the proper custody of such books, 
etc., whenever there is any disagreement as to the same. 

Fifth. Any state, county or other official is hereby authorized and 
empowered in his discretion to turn over to the State Library for per- 
manent preservation therein any official books, records, documents 
original papers, maps, charts, newspaper files and printed books not 
in current use in his office, and the State Librarian shall receipt for 
the same. 

Sixth. The State Librarian shall endeavor to procure from Mexico 
the original archives which have been removed from Texas and relate 
to the history and settlement thereof, and in case he cannot procure 
the originals, he shall endeavor to procure authentic copies thereof. In 
like manner, he shall procure the originals or authentic copies of man- 
useripts preserved in other archives beyond the limits of this state, in 
so far as said manuscripts relate to the history of Texas. 

Seventh. He shall preserve all historical relics, mementos, an- 
tiquities, and works of art connected with and relating to the history 
of Texas, which may in any way come into his possession as State 
Librarian. He shall constantly endeavor to build up an historical 
museum worthy of the interesting and important history of this State. 

Eighth. He shall make and certify to copies of papers or documents 
in the State Library, upon application of any person interested, and 
shall charge the same fees as are allowed the Secretary of State for 
similar services. And such certified copies of papers and documents 
shall be received in evidence by the courts the same as like papers and 
documents of other state departments. He shall collect all such fees 
in advance and turn them over to the State Treasurer in the form re- 
quired by law, and shall be authorized to approve the vouchers for all 
expenditures made in connection with the State Library. 

Ninth. He shall give careful attention to the proper classification 
indexing and preserving of the official archives that are now or may 
hereafter come into his custody. 

Tenth. He shall make a biennial report to the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission, to be by them transmitted to the Governor, to 
be accompanied by such historical papers and documents as he may 
deem of sufficient importance. 

Eleventh. He shall ascertain the condition of all public libraries 
in the State, and report the results to the commission. He is author- 
ized in his discretion to withhold from libraries refusing or neglecting 
to furnish their annual reports or such other information as he may 
request, public documents furnished the commission for distribution, 
or interlibrary loans desired by such libraries. (Act July 28, 1919, 
General laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 60, art. 5606.) 

Books, pictures, etc., transferred from other departments—aAll 
books, pictures, papers, maps, documents, manuscripts, memoranda, 
and data which relate to the history of Texas as a province, colony, 
republic or state, which have been or may hereafter be delivered to 
the state librarian by the secretary of state, comptroller, commissioner 
of the general land office, or by any of the heads of the departments, 
or by any persons or officers in pursuance of law, shall be deemed 
books and papers of said State Library, and shall constitute a part of 
the archives of said State Library, and copies therefrom shall be made 
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and certified by the said state librarian upon application of any person 
interested, which certificate shall have the same force and effect as if 
made by the officer originally in custody of them, and for which the 
same fees shall be charged, to be collected in advance and turned over 
to the state treasurer quarterly. (Act March 19, 1909, sec. 10, R.S., 
1911, art. 5607.) 


Public documents for exchange-——That until a permanent state 
agency for the distribution of State documents to the public and in- 
stitutional libraries of Texas and the exchange with libraries else- 
where shall be provided for by law, 150 copies of all annual, biennial 
and special reports of state departments, boards, and institutions, 
findings of all investigations, bulletins, circulars, laws issued as sep- 
arates, legislative manuals, 75 copies of all daily legislative journals, 
bound journals, bills, resolutions, session laws and compiled statutes, 
and 150 copies of all other publications, except routine business forms 
and court reports, shall be delivered by the State Contract Printer 
to the State Library for distribution and exchange. All requisitions 
for such publication as must by law be approved by the State expert 
printer, shall be sent to him in duplicate, one copy to be kept for his 
files, the other to be delivered to the State Library on the day on 
which the work is by him assigned to the State contract printer. All 
daily legislative journals, bills, resolutions, and other legislative docu- 
ments hereinbefore required to be delivered to the State Library shall 
be delivered daily to the said State Library by the State contract 
printer, and at the close of each legislative session, all daily journals, 
bills, and resolutions in the hands of the sergeants-at-arms of the 
House and the Senate shall be deliveled to the State Library to be 
disposed of at the discretion of the librarian. No accounts of the State 
contract printer for the printing of documents hereinbefore required 
to be delivered to the State Library shall be approved by the State 
Printing Board or other state official or officials performing the func- 
tion appertaining to the State Printing Board nor warrants therefor 
issued by the comptroller unless the state contract printer shall show 
a receipt from the State Library for such delivery as hereinbefore 
required. 

srovided: That the State Librarian shall at the beginning of each 
fiseal year revise the mailing list of libraries entitled to receive State 
publications under the provisions of this Act and desiring to receive 
them: and if the number of such publications hereinbefore required to 
be delivered to the State Librarian shall be insufficient to supply such 
libraries, the said State Librarian is hereby authorized to request of 
the State Printing Board or the official or officials performing the 
functions appertaining to the State Printing Board such a number of 
copies as will supply. such libraries. 

Provided further: That the State Printing Board or the official or 
officials penforming the duties appertaining to the State Printing 
Board shall upon receiving such request of the State Librarian cause 
to be printed such a total number as will enable the state contract 
printer to deliver to the said State Librarian the number requested; 
and the state contract printer shall deliver to the State Librarian the 
said number of copies instead of the number hereinbefore specified. 
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(Act July 28, 1919. General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, ch. 
60, art. 5607a.) 


Sale of volumes of Texas archives—That the Library and Histori- 
eal Commission is authorized to sell copies of the Texas archives, 
printed with funds appropriated for that purpose, at a price not to 
exceed 25 per cent above cost of publishing, provided that any money 
realized in excess of the costs attending such sale shall be placed to 
the account of the general revenue in the state treasury; provided 
further, that one copy of each volume of the Texas archives may be 
distributed free to the governor, the members of the legislature and 
to the libraries indicated in article 5607a above. (Act April 15, 1913. 
General Laws, 1913, ch. 140, art. 5607b.) 


Legislative Reference Section—tThe said library is authorized and 
directed to maintain for the use and information of the members of 
the Legislature, the heads of the several state departments, and such 
other citizens as may desire to consult the same, a section of the State 
Library for legislative reference and information. This section shall 
possess available for use, explanatory check lists and catalogues of 
the current legislation of this and other states, catalogues of the bills 
and resolutions presented in either branch of the Legislature, check 
lists of the public documents of the several states, including all reports 
issued by the various departments, board and commissions of this 
State, digests of such. public laws of this and other states as may 
best be made available for the legislative use. The Legislative Ref- 
erence Section shall give the members of the Legislature such aid and 
assistance in the drafting of bills and resolutions as may be asked. 
(Act July 28, 1919. General Laws, 1919, Second Called Session, 
ch. 60, art. 5608.) 


Biennial report of commission.—The commission shall make a bien- 
nial report to the governor, which shall include the biennial report of 
the State Librarian. Said report shall present a comprehensive view of 
the operation of the said commission in the discharge of the duties im- 
posed by this chapter, shall present a review of the library conditions 
in this state, present an itemized statement of the expenditures of the 
commission, make such recommendations as their experience shall sug- 
gest and present careful estimates of the sum or sums of money neces- 
sary for the carrying out of the provisions of this chapter. Said 
report shall be made and printed, and by the governor be laid before 
the legislature as are other department reports. (Act, March 19, 1909, 
sec. 12. R.S., 1911, art. 5609.) 

















